Why Would I Want to Blog

Are we on the precipice of a serious, national discussion about education reform? And, if so, is it going to be one with real vision and foresight? And, if so, what is the best way for us to really engage in that conversation? Is 2007 is going to be the watershed year?
2007 is shaping up to be a pivotal year in the school reform discussion.  In December of 2006, two major events in the print publishing world seem to be setting the table for some extremely interesting discussions. 
First, Time has named us all the Person of the Year, and in doing so, it’s put some mainstream, traditional affirmation to much of what some of us have been saying in education for the last couple of years. Some quotes from the article that especially resonates:
“It’s about the many wresting power from the few and helping one another for nothing and how that will not only change the world, but also change the way the world changes.”"The new Web (called Web 2.0)  is a very different thing. It’s a tool for bringing together the small contributions of millions of people and making them matter.”
“We’re looking at an explosion of productivity and innovation, and it’s just getting started, as millions of minds that would otherwise have drowned in obscurity get backhauled into the global intellectual economy.”
Who are these people? Seriously, who actually sits down after a long day at work and says, I’m not going to watch TV tonight. I’m going to turn on my computer and make a movie starring my pet iguana? I’m going to blog about my state of mind or the state of the nation or the food at the new restaurant down the street? Who has that time and that energy and that passion?”
“This is an opportunity to build a new kind of international understanding, not politician to politician, great man to great man, but citizen to citizen, person to person. It’s a chance for people to look at a computer screen and really, genuinely wonder who’s out there looking back at them.”
I like, however, that the lead in is tempered by caution.
“But that’s what makes all this interesting. Web 2.0 is a massive social experiment, and like any experiment worth trying, it could fail. There’s no road map for how an organism like this lives and works together on this planet in numbers in excess of 6 billion.”

The other piece of news in December 2006 was the report of the New Commission on the Skills of the American Workforce, which, according to the executive summary, at least, paints a pretty compelling picture for change. It echoes a lot of what Daniel Pink has been writing about creativity and the loss of jobs that can be automated. It echoes Friedman in terms of the global leveling that’s going on in the world thanks to the connectedness of technology. Some quotes from the report are:  

“This is a world in which comfort with ideas and abstractions is the passport to a good job, in which creativity and innovation are the key to a good life, in which high levels of education–a very different kind of education than most of us have had–are going to be the only security there is.”
"Too often, our testing system rewards students who will be good at routine work, while not providing opportunities for students to display creative and innovative thinking and analysis.”
“The core problem is that our education and training systems were built for another era. We can get where we must go only by changing the system itself. 
“The one thing that is indispensible is a new system. The problem is not with our educators. It is with the system in which they work.”

Building Learning Communities

Our goal as educators are to be open minded and willing to learn the tools that our students will have to use in the same manner as we use the phone to communicate today.  
Once you have used a blog and learned how it works and you have given some thoughts to how you can use it in your classroom or among each others as professionals, you might be ready to build your own.

There are many organizations that provide blogging sites for free.  However, edublog.org is a blog site that is only for educators.

Below you will find the steps involved in building your own blog for your classroom.  You do not need to know any computer coding skills, only to be able to read directions and click your mouse.  Your students of the 21st century work force will thank you.

Building your Blog Site

First go to www.edublog.org
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Next you have to create a username for your blog.  This is the name that you will use to log into your blog to administer your site.  You will also give your email address.  They will send you your password in your email account.
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Fill out this one-step form and you'll be blogging seconds later!

Username: bhix
(Must be at least 4 characters, letters and numbers only.)
Email Address: bhix@mscc.edu

(We'll send your password to this address, so triple-check it.)

© Gimme 3 blog!

© 1ust a username, please.

an incsub.org service

32561 blogs and 31157 users.

blog





Next you will have to give your blog a name or title.  Here you can see that we called this one TeachSpace.  Then click the Signup button.
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teachspace.edublogs.org/ Is Yours
But, before you can start using your blog, you must activate it
Check your inbox at bhix@mscc.edu and dlick the link given.
1 you do not activate your blog within two days, you wil have to sign up sgain.

an incsub.org service

32561 blogs and 31157 users.
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Here is a copy of the email that you will receive to activate your blog.  Your will receive another email that gives your password for this project.
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‘Subject: Activate teachspace.edublogs.org/
s

To activate your blog, please click the following link:

nhutp://teachspace.edublogs.org/wp-activate.phplkey=37967a873d67a6b8

After you activate, you will receive *another email* with your login.
After you activate, you can visit your blog here:

hutp://teachspace.edublogs.ora/





And here you have it!!  A new blog!
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Here is your blog the first time you log in as an administrator.  
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Welcome to edublogs.org

Use these links to get started

Write a post
Update your profile or change your password
Add a bookmark to your blogroll
Change your site’s look or theme

Edublogs News

Podcasts now playable & downloadable — 4 days ago

example.

Pool & Poll — 13 days ago

under the Plugins menu. Go make some polls 9
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Latest Activity

Incoming Links More »

« No resuts found

Comments »
 Mr WordPress on Hello world! i

Posts »

* Hello world!

Blog Stats

There are currently 1 posts and 1 comments, contained within 2 categories.

Good stuff._. now when you link to an .mp3 file you'll not only get a great onscreen player but you'll alos have a link allowing readers to simply download the .mp3. Here’s an

Couple of new themes put in this evening on request - Hemmingway (for you serious types) and Pool with widgets. I've also installed for a trial the ‘Democracy’ polling tool

blog blog




Click here to start your blog
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